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P1 returns to Gosport 
for the second time and 
serves up a feast of rough, 
tough and dramatic  
racing to leave the 2015 
Championship wide open  

When the going gets tough,  
Pertemps get going

“The toughest event in five years of 
SuperStock racing, and a weekend of two 
halves”. That’s how P1 chief operating of-
ficer Robert Wicks described the Gosport 
Grand Prix of the Sea which became a 
round of attrition in the punishing waters 
of the Solent. 

The sunshine and stiff wind on 
Saturday gave way to outbreaks of rain 
and a fierce southerly wind throughout 
Sunday. A large crowd lined the beach at 
Stokes Bay on the opening day, but it was 
a much smaller contingent who braved 
the wild conditions the following day. 

With back-to-back races scheduled on 
both days, the crews knew there would 
be no recovery time and that adopting 
a strategy of ‘racing to the conditions’ 
to ensure a finish and earn points was 
worthy of serious consideration. The 
difficult wave pattern in the Solent took 
its toll early on, and the starting line-up 
of eleven boats for the first race was 
reduced to seven for race 2. The crews 
returned to Gosport Marina on Saturday 
evening to lick their wounds and discuss 
how to approach the next day when 
conditions were expected to be even 
more testing. 

Sunday saw nine teams prepare to 
do battle, and with the wind gusting to 
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Above: Podium celebrations for the P1 SuperStock class saw John Wilson and Daisy Coleman on the top step (centre), with James Norvill and Charlie Parsons-Young in second 
(left). Rookie Kevin Burdock, with new team mate Jonny Allbut (right) took a well deserved first podium to round out the top three.

ruling, but I’m sure they will bounce back 
from the disappointment and look to 
secure some valuable points tomorrow.” 
And that’s exactly what they did.

John Wilson and Daisy Coleman in the 
Pertemps boat make no secret of the fact 
that they relish challenging conditions. 
The wily Wilson went into the weekend 
in fourth place in the championship and 
left Gosport in top spot with a nine point 
lead. He excels in choppy conditions, 
demonstrating his outstanding ability 
to read the sea, and followed up his two 
wins on Saturday with a send and third 
place finish on day 2 to clinch the Grand 
Prix trophy.

Reigning UK SuperStock champions 
GD Environmental had a disastrous open-
ing round in Scarborough at the end of 
May, but a tally of 50 points in Gosport 
saw the two Welshmen  return to the po-
dium. The biggest cheer of the weekend 
went to privateer Kevin Burdock and his 

more than 40 knots it was very much a 
time when discretion was going to be the 
better part of valour.

The Allam Marine team of Arran Scott 
and Gavin Feldt arrived on the Hampshire 
coast level on points at the top of the 
championship table and drove superbly 
all weekend, but a flyaway hatch on their 
boat in the first race resulted in them 
being disqualified in both the opening 
races. Despite victories in the two races 
on Sunday they failed to make the po-
dium and have slipped to second place in 
the championship. Robert Wicks ex-
plained on Saturday: “Whilst the decision 
to disqualify them may seem peculiar, 
our P1 rules dictate that all competing 
boats finish the race in their complete 
form, and this includes parts such as the 
front inspection hatch and rear cowl-
ing. The rule is based primarily on safety 
grounds but also on reasons of parity. I 
know the Allam boys will be upset by the 

navigator Jonathan Allbut in the Quan-
tum Racing boat as, in only their second 
P1 race, they performed consistently to 
finish just one point behind the Welsh 
duo. Soaked in Jenkyn Place wine from 
his podium celebrations, a drained but 
thrilled Burdock said: “It’s all happened so 
quickly – from expressing my interest in 
racing in the P1 series, to buying a boat 
and now a top three finish. It was seri-
ously tough out there this weekend.”

The P1 teams now have time to catch 
their breath, put right any damage to 
their boat and start planning for success 
in Hull next month when the strong cur-
rent in the Humber will present a whole 
new challenge.   



Above: Stokes Bay in Gosport was the centrepiece for the exciting weekend of SuperStock and AquaX racing which make up the P1 Grand Prix of the Sea event. This was the 
championship’s second visit to the south coast venue and discussions are underway between P1 and council officials to ensure the venue remains a fixture on the calendar.

SuperStock Form Guide

A miserable Saturday was soon forgotten with some solid 
results on Sunday from John Donnelly and Kevin Hunt.

The husband-and-wife pairing suffered further technical 
issues with their boat and engine and will undoubtedly be 
looking forward to a trouble-free next round in Hull.

John Wilson, the master of rough conditions, drove well all 
weekend to take himself and co-pilot Daisy Coleman to the top 
step of the podium.

The team looked good in the opening race but driver Mark 
Moore suffered a back injury in the rough conditions. He’s on 
the mend!

A considerable improvement with a podium finish for the 
reigning champions after a poor first round in Scarborough.

Rookie driver Kevin Burdock drove to the conditions and 
recorded a remarkable podium in just his second outing in 
the series.

A tough Saturday but an excellent Sunday leaves Williams 
and Robinson in third postion in the overall championship 
standings.

Looked good for a win on Saturday but after ejecting from 
the boat in the second race the crew were shore-bound on 
Sunday as a precaution.

Their best results to date could not be converted into a 
podium finish after boat damage on Saturday put paid to  
the chance to contest the races on Sunday.

Decent finishes in three out of four races at the weekend move  
the likeable father-and-daughter team up to fouth in the 
overall standings.

It could have been a clean sweep for the Allam Marine pair 
in Gosport but an incomplete boat meant they were docked 
40 points after out-driving the field all weekend.



New Mayor welcomes back P1 to Gosport
The Mayor of Gosport, Councillor Keith 
Farr joined guests at the Eve of Grand 
Prix reception at Gosport Marina where 
P1 chief operating officer Robert Wicks 
presented him with the special event 
flag. Earlier in the day the Mayor enjoyed 
a high-speed experience ride in one of 
the race boats. He was then guest of 
honour at the podium celebrations on 
Sunday evening where he presented  
trophies to the winning powerboat 
teams and jet ski riders. 

It has all happened so quickly –  
from expressing my interest in  
racing in the P1 series last year,  
to buying a boat and now a top  
three finish. It was seriously  
tough out there this weekend.

“
”P1 Rookie Kevin Burdock



Double AquaX 300hp champion, 
Russell Marmon showed true grit to 
overcome the challenging conditions 
in Stokes Bay and take the overall win 
in the second round of the 2015 UK 
Championships. Marmon’s victory 
moves his Kawasaki Ultra 310x within 8 
points of series leader, Phil Pope. 

 Marmon, Phil Pope and Khris Leach 
shared the wins as the trio battled back 
and forth in the three gruelling 30-
minute plus 1 lap races. After the race 
Marmon had this to say about the race: 
“It was pretty rough out there today. 
You just have to ride to your own ability 
and try not to make any mistakes”. 

Reigning Champion Phil Pope 
finished an unusual second behind 
Marmon and by his own admission felt 
tired going into the final race of the 
weekend. “I need to get back into the 
gym for these conditions. I took a swim 
in the opening race and then head 
butted my handlebars in the next race, 
splitting my chin open” commented 
Pope. 

Khris Leach won his first ever race in 
the 300 class and backed that up with 
two further top 3 finishes, but unfor-
tunately a missed mark meant he in-
curred a time penalty that dropped him 
to third overall. Joe Harvey rounded 
out the top four with an outstanding 
ride. The youngster from Birmingham 
impressed his peers and fans with a 
terrific display. 

Welshmen Richard Rowe and Damien 
Evans dominated the 250hp Class, shar-
ing the wins. Rowe took the overall title 
with two winning performances in the 
first two races. “It was a cracking event 
and cracking venue, and I’m happy to 
take the win,” commented Rowe after 
receiving his first place trophy from the 
Mayor of Gosport, Councillor Keith Farr. 
However, Evans took the rider of the 
weekend award for his dead last start 
in race 3 to come through the pack and 
take the win. Round 1 winner Adrian 
Wilson had to settle for third on the 
day and was not happy with the result. 
“Yes, I’m disappointed, but I had a great 
time out there today and I’m looking 
forward to racing in my home town of 
Hull next month” said Wilson.

Dave Lee was the only series leader 
to stand on top of the podium this 
weekend in Gosport. Lee once again 
took all 3 wins in the 200 class to 
stretch his lead over rookie racer Lewis 
Royle. “It’s a repeat performance of 
Scarborough basically - .three wins 
there, three wins here, what can I say” 
enthused Lee. Nigel Chapple rounded 
out the top 3. 

The mighty Marmon is back

Above: Russell Marmom was able to master the rough conditions in Stokes Bay to move within just eight points of 
overall series leader Phil Pope.

Above: If it was tough for the P1 powerboat crews and AquaX racers, it was doubly tough for the AquaX Ski class  
riders who were forced to battle it out over four punishing 10- minute races. Reigning champion Lewis Goodchild 
showed his experience to take the win over Rob Long and Cameron Green in the Elite 850 class, while Tom Dark 
excelled in the Rookie class to secure his first win of the championships. Steve Combstock and Harry Robinson  
came home in second and third place respectively.  
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Below: Reigning Champion Phil Pope finished an unusual second behind Russell Marmon and by his own admission 
felt tired going into the final race of the weekend. “I need to get back into the gym for these conditions. I took a swim 
in the opening race and then head butted my handlebars in the next race, splitting my chin open,” commented Pope. 

Below: Adrian Wilson fought hard all weekend to secure third place overall in the 250hp AquaX class. He is both a 
regular AquaX rider and experienced stand-up skier and coped well in the challenging conditions in the Solent.
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Powerboat Racing

CATCH ALL THE P1 ACTION

“For the first time since the series launched,  P1 AquaX will 
enjoy its own half-hour programme on Sky Sports. Until now 
the UK series has been filmed for broadcast on you tube, so 
it’s an exciting time” said AquaX head of sport, Lisa Barsby. 
“It’s a great opportunity for the UK series to finally get its own 
programme. We’ve been filming the USA championships  
for the past two years and it has really helped with rider  
recruitment and promotion of the series, and we’re  
hoping this will have the same results here”. 

Daytona, Florida – 24/25/26 April (AquaX only)

London Docklands – 8 May (Exhibition event)

Scarborough, Yorkshire – 29/30/31 May

Jacksonville, Florida – 5/6/7 June

Sarasota, Florida – 3/4/5 July

Gosport, Hampshire – 10/11/12 July

St Cloud, Florida – 31 July 1/2 August

Hull, Yorkshire – 7/8/9 August

Cardiff, Wales – 29/30/31 August

Bournemouth, Dorset – 11/12/13 September

Cocoa Beach, Florida – 18/19/20 September

St Petersburg, Florida – 23/24/25 October

powerboatp1.com
p1superstock.com
p1aquax.com

AquaX enjoys benefits of 
Sky Sports coverage


